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(57) ABSTRACT

An extinguisher identifying device. The device comprises an
extinguisher identifying device and an activation device, and
a communications module. The extinguisher identifying
device reads an identifying element on an extinguisher to
obtain identifying data of the extinguisher. The activation
device is configured to activate the extinguisher identifying
device in response to a predetermined event. The communi-
cations module is configured to transmit the extinguisher
identifying data to a management device.
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1
EXTINGUISHER IDENTIFYING METHOD
AND EXTINGUISHER IDENTIFYING
DEVICE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This application is a §371 application from PCT/FR2012/
000305 filed Jul. 24, 2012, which claims priority from French
Patent Application No. 1102201 filed Jul. 12, 2011, each of
which is herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an extinguisher identifying
method and a device making it possible to identify an extin-
guisher.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Extinguishers for extinguishing fires are known. A pres-
sure extinguisher, for example, comprises a tank of extin-
guishing agent designed to put out the fire, and a pressurized
gas cartridge. To use the extinguisher, the user must pierce the
cartridge to release the gas in the tank, and then operate a
handle of the extinguisher to expel the extinguishing agent.

The extinguishers, which are very important for the safety
of goods and people, are positioned in premises at suitable
positions. The extinguishers are placed on mounts and, to
prevent them being removed for reasons other than those
originally intended, they are sometimes attached to the mount
by means of a wire, sometimes sealed, which can be broken in
cases of real need.

However, and for various reasons, extinguishers can be
removed from their mount, which is a serious handicap in
terms of safety.

In addition, depending on the nature of the risk to be
controlled, these extinguishers can be of various types, for
example and in a non-limiting way, they can contain different
extinguishing agents such as water, foam, various types of
powder, gases such as carbon dioxide, halon, etc. During
verification operations, or even in the event of work in the
premises, an extinguisher of a given type can be put back
incorrectly in a location for which another type of extin-
guisher was intended. In order to limit this risk, specific
mounts have been envisaged in order to prevent a given type
of'extinguisher from being mechanically received on a mount
intended for another type of extinguisher.

Finally, it is desirable, in certain cases, to be able to check
the condition of extinguishers in real time. This assumes the
installation of an electrical network linked to each extin-
guisher mount, which is feasible in new premises but very
difficult to implement in old premises, taking into account the
fact that electrical cables have to be passed to locations where
this is sometimes difficult and the very high cost such instal-
lations entail.

OBIJECT AND SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The aim of the invention in at least one embodiment is to
overcome drawbacks of the state of the art and to make
improvements. For this purpose, a first aspect of the invention
proposes an extinguisher identifying device, the device com-
prising extinguisher identifying means configured to obtain
identifying data for an extinguisher from an identifying ele-
ment on the extinguisher; activation means able to activate the
identifying means in response to a predefined event; and

20

25

40

45

50

2

communication means able to transmit the extinguisher iden-
tifying data to a management device.

According to an embodiment, the device comprises a
mount to support an extinguisher, the mount comprising an
identifying element for the mount to supply the management
device with identifying data for the mount allowing the mount
to be identified. According to an embodiment, the identifying
means are arranged so as to communicate with the identifying
element of the extinguisher via a wireless connection in order
to verify an identifying code for the extinguisher.

According to an embodiment, the identifying means com-
prise a device for identification by RF. According to an
embodiment, the identifying means comprise an optical
reader and image processing means for processing an image
coming from the optical reader.

According to an embodiment, the optical reader comprises
a linear network of diodes, a two-dimensional optical sensor,
a camera, or a laser.

According to an embodiment, the communication means
are able to transmit the identifying data by means of a wireless
connection.

According to another embodiment, the communication
means are able to transmit the identifying data by means of a
“powerline” or other type of wired connection.

According to an embodiment, the activation means are able
to activate the identifying means at predefined times. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the activation means are able to acti-
vate the identifying means in response to an interrogation
signal from the management device. According to an embodi-
ment, the device also comprises means of detecting the
absence of an extinguisher from its operating position.
According to an embodiment, the activation means are able to
activate the identifying means at predefined times after the
means of detecting the absence of an extinguisher have
detected the removal of an extinguisher from its mount and
said means of detecting the absence of an extinguisher have
detected an extinguisher being placed back on the mount.

According to an embodiment, the device also comprises
signaling means for signaling said absence of the extin-
guisher at the location of the extinguisher identifying device.

According to an embodiment, the device also comprises
means of detecting the presence of at least one person in the
vicinity of the extinguisher identifying device, wherein the
signaling means are able to signal a visible or audible alarm
when the presence of a person is detected. According to an
embodiment, the presence detection means comprise a detec-
tor of infrared rays coming from an associated emitter of
infrared rays or coming from a person in the vicinity of the
extinguisher absence detection device.

According to an embodiment, the device also comprises
means for checking the operating condition of the extin-
guisher identifying device so as to supply information repre-
sentative of the operating condition to the management
device.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged so as to verify the power status of
the extinguisher identifying device.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged so as to measure a parameter
representative of the quantity of power remaining in the
power source.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged so as to verify the condition of the
wireless connection with the management device.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged so as to measure a parameter
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representative of the reception quality of a predefined radio
verification signal coming from said management device.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged to measure the signal-to-noise
ratio or the intensity of the predefined radio verification sig-
nal.

According to an embodiment, the operating condition veri-
fication means are arranged so as to measure a parameter
representative of the quantity of extinguishing agent remain-
ing in the extinguisher.

According to an embodiment, the signaling means are
arranged so as to signal an operating fault. According to an
embodiment, the device also comprises response means able
to detect the reception of an interrogation signal coming from
the management device and, in response to the reception of
the interrogation signal, to transmit information representa-
tive of the operating condition of the identifying device and/or
the identifying data to the management device. A second
aspect of the invention proposes a management device for a
fire security system, comprising: communication means able
to be linked via a wireless connection to at least one extin-
guisher identifying device according to the first aspect of the
invention so as to receive extinguisher identifying data; and
data processing means making it possible to obtain informa-
tion about an extinguisher as a function of the extinguisher
identifying data received. According to an embodiment, the
processing means are arranged so as to obtain information
about the nature of the extinguishing agent contained in the
extinguisher and/or the location of the extinguisher. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the management device also com-
prises a memory for storing information about at least one
extinguisher.

According to an embodiment, the data processing means
are arranged so as to obtain the data identifying the extin-
guisher’s mount; the data identifying the extinguisher; and so
as to verify that the data identifying the extinguisher’s mount
correspond to the data provided for identifying the extin-
guisher. A third aspect of the invention proposes an extin-
guishing device comprising: a tank for containing an extin-
guishing agent that can extinguish a fire; a trigger for
expelling the extinguishing agent from the tank; and an iden-
tifying element, which can be read by an extinguisher iden-
tifying device according to the first aspect of the invention, for
identifying the extinguisher. According to an embodiment,
the identifying element is arranged so as to communicate with
the extinguisher identifying means via a wireless connection
in order to supply an identifying code for the extinguisher.
According to an embodiment, the identifying element is
arranged so as to supply an identifying code by RF.

According to an embodiment, the identifying element
comprises the identifying data in optical form.

According to an embodiment, the identifying element
comprises the identifying data in electronic form.

A fourth aspect of the invention proposes a monitoring
method for a security system comprising a management
device and at least the extinguisher identifying device able to
communicate with the management device by means of a
wireless connection; the method comprising: a step of acti-
vating the identifying device’s identifying means; a step of
identifying an extinguisher via the identifying means; a step
of transmitting identifying data to the management device;
and a step of veritying the identifying data.

According to an embodiment, the method also comprises a
step of obtaining data identifying the extinguisher mount and
a verification step for verifying that the extinguisher identi-
fying data correspond to the mount identifying data. Accord-
ing to an embodiment, the method comprises the transmission
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of'information representative of the operating condition of the
extinguisher identifying device to the management device.
Embodiments of the present invention make it possible to
avoid one or more of the problems mentioned and also to
provide a real-time check of the arrangement of extinguishers
in the premises to be monitored.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be described in greater detail with ref-
erence to the following figures.

FIG. 1 is a schematic representation of elements of a secu-
rity system according to at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 2 is a schematic representation of an extinguisher
apparatus according to at least one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 is a schematic representation of an extinguisher
identifying device according to a first embodiment of the
invention. FIG. 4 is a schematic representation of a central
monitoring station according to an embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 5 is a schematic representation of the front face of a
central monitoring station housing according to an embodi-
ment of the invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic representation of an extinguisher
identifying device according to a second embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 7 is a schematic representation of an extinguisher
identifying device according to a third embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 8 is a schematic representation of an extinguisher
identifying device according to a fourth embodiment of the
invention.

FIG. 9 is a schematic representation of a device for detect-
ing the presence of an extinguisher according to a fifth
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

An extinguisher monitoring system 10 according to a first
mode of the invention is represented schematically in FIG. 1.
This system comprises a central monitoring station 100 con-
nected by means of the wireless connections 50-1 . . . 50-n to
extinguisher apparatuses 200-1 . . . 200-n, distributed in an
area to be protected.

An extinguisher apparatus 200 according to a first embodi-
ment of the invention is represented schematically in FIG. 2.
The extinguisher apparatus comprises an extinguisher mount
250, an extinguisher 260 and an extinguisher identifying
device 280. The extinguisher mount 250 is designed in a
manner known per se to support a fire extinguisher 260. It
comprises an identifying element 255 allowing the extin-
guisher mount 250 to be identified.

The extinguisher 260 is a pressure extinguisher, which
comprises a tank 264 containing an extinguishing agent,
which makes it possible to extinguish a fire, and a pressurized
gas cartridge. To use the extinguisher, the user must pierce the
cartridge to release the gas in the tank 264, and then operate a
handle 265 of the extinguisher 260 to expel the extinguishing
agent. The extinguishing agent can comprise, for example,
water, foam, various types of powder, gases such as carbon
dioxide, halon, etc.

The extinguisher is equipped with an identifying element
266 that comprises an identifying code allowing the extin-
guisher 260 to be identified. The extinguisher identifying
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device 280 according to a first embodiment of the invention is
represented schematically in FIG. 3. It comprises a reading
device 281 for reading the identifying code of the identifying
element 266 allowing an extinguisher to be identified; an
activation circuit 282 for activating the reading device 281, a
communications module 283 comprising a wireless interface
for linking the identifying device 280 to the central monitor-
ing station 100 of the security system by means ofthe wireless
connection 50; a power supply cell or battery 284 to power the
extinguisher identifying device 280.

The extinguisher 260 is placed on its extinguisher mount
with the extinguisher identifying element 266 positioned fac-
ing the reading device 281 of the identifying device 280. At
given times, the activation device 282 activates the reading
device 281, which then inputs the extinguisher identifying
code on the identifying element 266 of the extinguisher 260.

The given times can, for example, correspond to the times
of'requests, made by the central monitoring station 100, trans-
mitted to the extinguisher apparatuses 200 using radio waves.

The corresponding messages are received by the commu-
nications module 283 of the identifying device 280. In
response, the activation circuit 282 activates the reading
means of the reading device 281, which receives the identi-
fying code of the identifying element 266 of the extinguisher
260 and transmits it to the communications module 283,
which retransmits it by radio to the central monitoring station
100.

In a particular embodiment the identifying code 255 of the
mount 250 of the extinguisher 260 can be transmitted to the
control unit with the extinguisher identifying code 266. In
another embodiment the mount 250 can be identified by the
control unit 100 by means of the address of the source of the
message containing the identifying code of the extinguisher
260.

In another embodiment the times for reading the extin-
guisher identifying code are preprogrammed. If, according to
data received from the reading device 280, it appears that an
extinguisher 260-i is missing or that the wrong type of extin-
guisher 260-i1is ata given location on a given mount 250-i, the
central monitoring station 100 can then trigger an alarm or
transmit this information to a management system.

In another embodiment, the times for reading the extin-
guisher identifying code are preprogrammed and triggered in
response to the removal of an extinguisher from its mount. If
it appears that an extinguisher 260-1 has not been put back in
the intended location or that the wrong type of extinguisher
260-i1s at a given location on a given mount 250-1, the central
monitoring station 100 can then trigger an alarm or transmit
this information to a management system.

The extinguisher identifying element 266 can be of optical
type, e.g. abarcode, a two-dimensional code, or even a digital
tattooing type of code hidden in a piece of text on the extin-
guisher 260 such as that known under the name Watermark, or
a code associated to an image recognition algorithm. In these
cases, the reading device 281 comprises an optical reading
device such as a linear array of diodes, a two-dimensional
optical sensor, a camera or a laser. These reading devices are
equipped with image processing devices in a way known per
se.

In another embodiment, the extinguisher identifying ele-
ment 266 is of electronic type. This can, for example, be
realized by an assembly of switches, a matrix of diodes, a
semiconductor type of memory, etc. In these cases, the read-
ing device 281 is of electronic type able to examine, for
example, the open or closed condition of contacts, the diode
matrix, or to read the semiconductor memory. This reading
can be done either by using a direct electrical connection
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6

between the extinguisher identifying element and the reading
means, or by using a radio, inductive or capacitive connec-
tion.

A cell or battery 284 is provided for powering the identi-
fying device 280. Hereinafter these two terms will be used
interchangeably to denote either a cell or a battery.

In some embodiments, the battery 284 can be arranged so
as to power the identifying element 266 of the extinguisher
260. The identifying device 280 according to some embodi-
ments also comprises electronic processing means 285 com-
prising means of testing the power supply status of the battery
284 and arranged so as to transmit an alarm, using the radio
means of the communications module 283, to the central
monitoring station 100 when they detect too low a level of
residual power in the battery. In a particular embodiment, the
electronic processing means 285 are arranged so as to trigger,
right at the location of the extinguisher mount, a visual or
sound alarm to locally warn of an operational malfunction,
e.g. too low a residual power level in the battery.

In the first embodiment of the central monitoring station
illustrated in FIG. 4, the central monitoring station 100 is
realized with a single housing 110 that groups together a set of
computerized means of management 101, signaling 102, con-
trol 103 and communications 104. The central monitoring
station 100 also comprises a processor 105 to manage these
means and memory 106 to store the data. The central moni-
toring station 100 is configured to detect the absence of any
one of extinguishers 260-1 . . . 260-n, from its operating
position 250-1 . . . 250-n and to verify, according to data
received from extinguisher apparatuses 200-1 . . . 200-[Pi],
that each of the extinguishers 260-1 . . . 260-n is placed at the
right location in the area to be protected. The central moni-
toring station 100 is configured to signal the situation with
regard to the location of extinguishers by visual and/or
audible means and to control said extinguisher identifying
devices 280-1 . . . 280-n. The communication means 104
comprise a wireless interface including a device for receiving
and transmitting radio signals, equipped with an antenna to
allow the central monitoring station to communicate with the
extinguisher identifying devices 280-1 . . . 280-n via wireless
connections 50-1 . .. 50-n.

FIG. 5 shows the front face 112 of the housing 110 com-
prising indicators 113, 114A and 114B, which represent the
status of the extinguishers of the monitoring system, a sound
emitter 115 and a display screen 116. The sound emitter 115
is of a type known, for example, in fire alarms and is designed
to emit an audible alarm signal.

The display screen 116 allows the control unit to display
visual messages aimed at a user of the central monitoring
station and/or at a member of the maintenance team for this
device. In particular, the display screen 116 is designed to
display an alarm indicator. The housing 110 can be fitted, ina
way known per se, with means enabling a connection towards
central monitoring and verification means, via a telephone
line, the Internet or other means. The central monitoring
station 100 is configured to know the identitying code of each
extinguisher 260-1 . . . 260-n placed on each mount
250-1 .. .250-n according to data received from extinguisher
apparatuses 200-1 . . . 200-n. By comparing the identifying
code of extinguishers 260-1 . . . 260-n and the identifying
code of mounts 250-1 . . . 250-n held in a data table in the
memory 106, the central monitoring station 100 can verify
that all the mounts 250-1 . . . 250-n correctly hold the intended
extinguishers 260-1 . . . 260-n.

In an embodiment, the data table contains the identifying
codes of all the extinguisher mounts 250-1 . . . 250-n, the
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corresponding locations of said mounts and the type of extin-
guisher that must be used in each location.

The data table contains the extinguisher identifying codes
of' the different extinguishers, the nature of the extinguishers
and, where appropriate, the identifying code of the mounts on
which they must be placed.

Thus, the central monitoring station 100 can detect the fact

that any extinguisher 260-i has been removed from its mount
250-i and has not been put back. It can also check that the
extinguishers 260-1 . . . 260-n placed on the mounts
250-1. . .250-n are of the type intended at the location of the
mount in question. For this, the data table contains not only an
identifier of the extinguisher but also its nature (water, foam,
various types of powder, gases such as carbon dioxide, halon,
etc.) or even the last maintenance inspection date, or other
information relating to operations to be carried out, e.g. in the
context of regulatory or maintenance procedures. In the same
way, the central monitoring station 100 can verify that extin-
guishers of the correct type are placed at the right location. In
a second embodiment of the extinguisher identifying device,
shown in FIG. 6, the extinguisher identifying device 380 also
comprises a verification device 340 for detecting an operating
fault of the extinguisher identifying device 380; and a signal-
ing device 350 able to signal the operating fault in the extin-
guisher identifying device detected by the verification device
340, at the location of the extinguisher identifying device 380.
In another embodiment, an alarm device can be provided in
the extinguisher identifying device 380 to generate an alarm
signal in case of an operating fault when a test button is
operated.
In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, the verification device
340 is arranged so as to check the quality of the radio com-
munications between the identifying device and the central
monitoring station 100. To this end, at predefined times, the
radio means of the communications module 330 emit an
interrogation message aimed at the central monitoring station
100 and listen to a response signal coming from this central
station 100.

If no response is received or in the event of poor-quality
radio communications (e.g. a phase, frequency or amplitude
modulation presenting too weak a signal-to-noise ratio), a
warning message is transmitted to the central monitoring
station 100. In addition, a message can be emitted locally in a
visual or sound form by means of the signaling device 350. It
should be noted that this visual or sound signal can have
characteristics that depend on the quality of the radio connec-
tion. This can be especially useful during the positioning of
extinguisher mounts 260-1 . . . 260-n in the outfitting phase of
buildings, for example, the installer can activate the verifica-
tion means 340 of the radio connection, move about in the
area where the extinguisher must be placed and, by observing
the sound or light signal, find the location for which the radio
communication is optimum. One can, for example, provide
for the repetition frequency of the sound pulses to get higher
as the quality of the connection improves. In another embodi-
ment, it is the central monitoring station 100 that regularly
emits radio interrogation messages towards the different
extinguisher mounts 260 and listens to the response signals
emitted by the various extinguisher mounts 260-1 . . . 260-n.

In this way, an absence of response or poor quality of the
radio connection of one of the mounts can be signaled and
transmitted to the management means. In a particular
embodiment the verification device 340 can be arranged so as
to detect the quantity of extinguishing agent remaining in the
tank 264 of the extinguisher 260; thus the signaling means
250 can be configured to signal that the remaining quantity in
question is less than a predefined quantity.
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In another embodiment of the invention, shown in FIG. 7,
the extinguisher identifying device 480 is equipped with a
detector of the presence 460 of at least one person. The
presence detector 460 is configured to emit a command signal
towards the signaling device 450 so as to only operate the
signaling means 450 in the presence of at least one person in
the vicinity of the extinguisher identifying device 480. Such a
collaboration between the presence detector 460 and the sig-
naling means 450 makes it possible to avoid utilizing signal-
ing means 450 in the absence of a person in its vicinity, which
might consume the little power remaining in the power supply
battery.

In this embodiment, in a first variant, the detector of the
presence of at least one person 460 comprises a detector of
infrared rays for detecting the infrared rays coming from an
associated emitter of infrared rays. The absence of or reduc-
tion in the reception of infrared rays coming from the emitter
of infrared rays would indicate the presence of one or more
persons in the vicinity of the extinguisher identifying device
480. In another variant, the presence detector 460 comprises
a detector of infrared rays for detecting the infrared rays
coming from one or more persons in the vicinity of the extin-
guisher identifying device. The appearance of these infrared
rays would indicate the presence of one or more persons in the
vicinity of the extinguisher identifying device 480.

The detector of the presence of at least one person 460 can
be incorporated in the extinguisher identitying device 480 or
can be a device separate from the extinguisher identifying
device 480 and be associated with the extinguisher identify-
ing device 480. In a particular embodiment the verification
processor 340 or 440 can be configured so as to send a test
signal to the central monitoring station 100 and to wait for a
response signal coming from the central monitoring station
100 so as to verify the wireless connection 50. Failure to
receive a response or receiving a response signal with low
intensity may indicate a faulty wireless connection.

In another embodiment, the signaling means 350 can be
configured so as to generate different signals depending on an
operating fault of the extinguisher identifying device 380,
480. For example, the signaling means 350, 450 may com-
prise a first warning indicator dedicated to communications
faults with the central monitoring station and a second warn-
ing indicator dedicated to power supply faults. Thus, the first
warning indicator emitting a visible signal indicates a com-
munications fault and the second warning indicator emitting
a visible signal indicates a power supply fault.

In variants, a single indicator can be configured to emit
different colors depending on the operating fault or to blink at
different frequencies depending on the operating fault. In
other variants, a sound signal can be emitted by the signaling
means to warn of the operating fault. Different sounds can be
emitted depending on the operating fault detected or the emis-
sion frequency of these sounds can vary depending on the
operating fault or these sounds can be emitted in the form of
impulses at repetition frequencies that depend on the operat-
ing fault.

An extinguisher identifying device 580 according to a
fourth embodiment is represented schematically in FIG. 8.
The extinguisher identifying device 580 comprises an extin-
guisher identifying module 581; a communications module
583 to link the extinguisher identifying device 580 to the
central monitoring station 100 of the security system by
means of a connection 50; an activation circuit 582 for acti-
vating the communications device 583 and/or the extin-
guisher identifying module 581, a power supply battery 584
and an extinguisher presence/absence detection module 585.
The module for detecting the presence/absence of an extin-
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guisher from its mount 585 can be realized in any known way.
This can be, for example, by using an electrical contact, which
is closed when the extinguisher is in its mount and open when
the extinguisher is not in its mount. Of course, it is possible to
have the electrical contact open when the extinguisher is in its
mount and closed when not in it. This can also be by using any
system utilizing a magnetic field. In that case, a magnet that
creates a permanent magnetic field is fixed to the extinguisher
and cooperates with a flexible plate switch (reed switch) or a
Hall effect circuit fixed on the mount. Or again, this can be a
system wherein electrodes fixed respectively on the extin-
guisher and on the mount cooperate to form a capacitor.

When the extinguisher presence/absence detection module
585 detects that the extinguisher is no longer present in its
operating position, an extinguisher absence signal is sent to
the central monitoring station 100 of the security system by
the connection 50.

The activation circuit 582 can be configured so as to acti-
vate the communications module 583 when the extinguisher
presence/absence detection module 585 detects the absence
of an extinguisher from its operating position.

The activation circuit 582 can be able to activate the iden-
tifying module 581 when the extinguisher presence/absence
detection module 585 detects the absence of an extinguisher
from its operating position.

In a particular embodiment, the times for reading the extin-
guisher identifying code by the identifying module are pre-
programmed and triggered in response to the detection by the
extinguisher presence/absence detection module 585 of the
removal of an extinguisher from its mount or of an extin-
guisher being placed back. Thus, the activation circuit 582 is
able to activate the identifying module 581 at predefined
times after the extinguisher presence/absence detection mod-
ule 585 has detected the removal of an extinguisher from its
mount and said extinguisher presence/absence detection
module 585 has detected an extinguisher being placed back
on its mount.

An extinguisher presence detection device according to a
fifth embodiment of the invention is represented schemati-
cally in FIG. 9. The extinguisher presence detection device
680 comprises an extinguisher presence/absence detection
module 681; a communications module 683 to link the extin-
guisher identifying device 680 to the central monitoring sta-
tion 100 of the security system by means of a connection 50;
and a power supply battery 684 for powering the extinguisher
presence detection device 680. Of course, if the connection is
a powerline type of connection, the presence of the battery is
not essential. In this embodiment the extinguisher presence
detection module 681 is configured so as to activate the com-
munications module 683 when an extinguisher is removed
from its mount. To do this, the extinguisher presence/absence
detection module 581 comprises an electrical contact, which
is in an open position when the extinguisher is in its mount
and closed when not in it.

In this way, when the extinguisher is no longer present in its
operating position the communications module 683 is acti-
vated to automatically send an extinguisher absence signal to
the central monitoring station 100 of the security system by
the connection 50. Since the communications device is only
activated when the extinguisher is absent, economies in the
power supply of the extinguisher presence detection device
680 are realized.

In a particular embodiment, the extinguisher presence
detection device 680 can also comprise an extinguisher iden-
tifying module as described for the fourth embodiment of the
invention. Thus, the activation means of the extinguisher
presence detection module 681 can be able to activate the
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identifying module after the extinguisher presence/absence
detection module 681 has detected the removal of an extin-
guisher from its mount and said extinguisher presence/ab-
sence detection module 681 has detected an extinguisher
being placed back on its mount. In a particular embodiment,
the times for reading the extinguisher identifying code by the
identifying module are preprogrammed and triggered in
response to the detection of the removal of an extinguisher
from its mount or of an extinguisher being placed back. Thus,
the extinguisher absence detection module 681 is able to
activate the extinguisher identifying module at predefined
times after the extinguisher presence/absence detection mod-
ule 681 has detected the removal of an extinguisher from its
mount and said extinguisher presence/absence detection
module 681 has detected an extinguisher being placed back
on its mount.

It goes without saying, and is demonstrated moreover in
the preceding description, that the invention is in no way
restricted to those modes of application and embodiments
that have been more particularly envisaged; on the contrary, it
encompasses all the variants without in any way departing
from the scope of the invention, such as it is defined by the
claims; and in particular those wherein, when the connection
50 is a radio connection and the distances between certain
extinguisher identifying devices and the central monitoring
station are too great to ensure a good radio connection, inter-
mediate beacons are used in a way known per se to centralize
the data to be exchanged from or towards these extinguisher
identifying devices.

The invention claimed is:

1. Extinguisher identifying device, comprising

an extinguisher reading device for receiving extinguisher

identifying data from an identifying element on an extin-
guisher;

an activation device for activating the extinguisher reading

device in response to a predetermined event;

a communication module for transmitting the extinguisher

identifying data to a management device;
a detector for detecting an absence of the extinguisher from
an extinguisher operating position on a mount; and

wherein the activation device is configured to activate the
extinguisher reading device at predefined times after the
detector has detected a removal of the extinguisher from
the mount and the detector has detected a presence of the
extinguisher back on the mount.

2. Device according to claim 1, wherein the mount com-
prises a mount identifying element to supply the extinguisher
reading device with mount identifying data.

3. Device according to claim 1, wherein the extinguisher
identifying device communicates with the identifying ele-
ment of the extinguisher via a wireless connection to verify an
identifying code for the extinguisher.

4. Device according to claim 1, wherein the extinguisher
reading device comprises an optical reader and image proces-
sor for processing an image received from the optical reader.

5. Device according to claim 1, wherein the communica-
tion module are configured to transmit the identifying data by
means of a wireless connection.

6. Device according to claim 1, further comprising a sig-
naling device for signaling the absence of the extinguisher on
the mount.

7. Device according to claim 6, further comprising a pres-
ence detector for detecting a presence of at least one person in
a vicinity of the extinguisher identifying device, wherein the
signaling device is configured to signal a visible or audible
alarm when the presence of a person is detected.
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8. Device according to claim 1, further comprising an
operating condition verification device for checking an oper-
ating condition of the extinguisher identifying device so as to
supply information representative of the operating condition
to the management device.

9. Device according to claim 8, wherein the operating
condition verification device is configured to verify a power
source status of the extinguisher identifying device.

10. Device according to claim 8, wherein the operating
condition verification device is configured to verify the con-
dition of a wireless connection with the management device.

11. Device according to claim 8, wherein the operating
condition verification device is configured to measure a
parameter representative of a quantity of extinguishing agent
remaining in the extinguisher.

12. A management device for a fire security system, com-
prising:

a communication module configured to be linked via a
wireless connection to at least one extinguisher identi-
fying device according to claim 1 so as to receive extin-
guisher identifying data; and

adata processor configured to obtain information about the
extinguisher as a function of the extinguisher identifying
data received.

13. Device according to claim 12, wherein the data proces-
sor is configured to obtain data identifying the extinguisher’s
mount and to verify that the data identifying the extinguish-
er’s mount correspond to the extinguisher identifying data of
the extinguisher.

14. An extinguishing device comprising:

atank for containing an extinguishing agent that can extin-
guish a fire;

a trigger for expelling the extinguishing agent from the
tank; and

an identifying element, which can be read by an extin-
guisher identifying device according to claim 1, for
identifying the extinguisher.
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15. Device according to claim 14, wherein the identifying
element is configured to communicate with the extinguisher
reading device via a wireless connection to supply an identi-
fying code for the extinguisher.

16. Device according to claim 14, wherein the identifying
element comprises the identifying data in optical form.

17. Device according to claim 14, wherein the identifying
element comprises the identifying data in electronic form.

18. A monitoring method for a security system comprising
a management device and at least one extinguisher identify-
ing device configured to communicate with the management
device over a wireless connection; the method comprising the
steps of:

obtaining extinguisher identifying data of an extinguisher

by an extinguisher reading device of said at least one
extinguisher identifying device from an identifying ele-
ment on the extinguisher;

transmitting the extinguisher identifying data to the man-

agement device by a communication module of said at
least one extinguisher identifying device;

detecting an absence of the extinguisher from an extin-

guisher operating position on a mount by a detector of
said at least one extinguisher identifying device; and
activating the extinguisher reading device of said at least
one extinguisher identifying device at predetermined
times in response to detection of a removal of the extin-
guisher from the mount and in response to detection of a
presence of the extinguisher back on the mount.

19. Method according to claim 18, further comprising the
steps of obtaining a mount identifying data associated with a
mount of the extinguisher and verifying that the extinguisher
identifying data correspond to the mount identifying data.

20. Method according to claim 18, further comprising a
step of transmitting information representative of an operat-
ing condition of the extinguisher identifying device to the
management device.



